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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP
WASHINGTON, D. C.

10 April, 1946
25X1A9%a

vanoraouy For caprain T .
Chief, Central Planning Staff.

SUBJKCT ¢ Report, for the Record, on Conference with Officials of the
Pureau of the Censuse.

1. Tn accordance with arrangements made Dy Information Branch, C.P.5.,
Pr. A. koss Eckler, Chief Social Science Analyst and Dr. A. J. Jaffe, Statis~
tician, of the Bureau of the Census, met with a group of representatives of
the federal agencies concerned with foreign intelligence in the interest of
the nmational security, at 1400 (2:00Fi) on lionday, 8 April, 19L6.

5. The meeting was held in conference room 5134~D, New War Department
Building, and the following persons were present in addition to Drs. Beidler

and Jaffe:-

Colonel licLean — representing G-2, WUGS;

Captain PRglen, U.S.N.- representing ONI;

Colonel Robert Taylor, IIT - representing A-2, Hg. AAF;
Colonel G. R. Fearing, Jr. - representing State Dept.;
Wr. D. M. Ladd, Asst. Director, Fnl;

25X1A9a vr. Donald ¢. Riley ~ representing Bureau of the Buc_lge‘q H

3. The ge . .
‘they do and the means they have developed for verifying figures and tables
published by foreign countries. They stated that statistics are exchanged
with some foreign countries; that efforts are being made to establish such
exchanges with other countries (e.g. Russia); that aid is given to more
backward countries in the development of statistical processes; elce

L In the course of round-table discussion which followed the general
presenbtation, it was brought out that, by means of sustained comparative
statistical study:-

2. food crises can be predicted with great accuracy and--if proper
advance steps are taken--starvation conditions can be prevented.
Such studies on a continuing basis are projected under the
United Hations plans.

De low of strategic materials into and out of the United States,
or any other country, can be followed.
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Ce Population and other figures published by Tforeign countries
can be checked and their degrees of accuracy can be deter—
mined.

de lanpower available for various phases of nationai life in
Toreign countries can be determined, by anlication of certain
rules to published vital statistics which first have been
checked as indicated in c., above.

5.  'The round-table discussion brousht cut, also, that:-

3o There is no control exercised over the distribution of the
Pureau's published reports, tables, etc.; any serson or
reganizabion can ourchase the publications at the Government
rinting Office.

oS The Zureau has no funds which vermit its making svecial studies
Lor other agencies bubt--if the other agencies requiring svecial
studles reimburse the Bureau--it is prepared to make such
special studies bo the limit of its available manpower. much
special studies are not published and can be classified as
required.

Ce Although Hussian statistics pet much publicity, it was stated
oy Dre Jaffe that the U.S. publishes about one thousand
(1,000) times as many statistics as Russia does.

e Sampling technique is used widely by the Bureau, using samples
of 2, OOO in some cases and 20,000 in others. Lr. Tibby asked
ir uamples o small as 200 were ever used and cited a case in
which so small a sannle had been used with excellent and
accurate results. The gentlemen of the Census stated that

such small samples were not used by them; that the cost of
sanpling 2,000 was little greater than that of samoling 200
and thao, ior their vurposes, the larger sample was necessary.

O It is sugpested that a future conference with the audience including
all government agencies interested in the Census statistics and their rami-
chatlons, might be advantageous. <Lhe gentlemen of the Census are nrepared
to aupear and the Information Branch is orepared to arrange the conference.

25X1A%9a

- Chief, Iniormation Branch, C.r .

Cony to wr. Lay

Approved For Release 2000/08/23 : §REREF4-00658A000100170013-6



